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The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (Western
Canada) Association

20th Anniversary - A Commemorative Publication

In 2016, in order to celebrate our 20th Anniversary,
our Association produced a
commemorative publication of
130 colorful pages. It covers
concisely the history of the
Association as well as related
main events of PolyU in the
past 20 years. It also contains
articles about 7 Interest groups
of our Association, 9 members’
life experiences, 6 in Memoriam, and other topics.
This publication was officially released on Oct 7th,
2016. Together with another slide show of our
past activities, this digital publication has been
saved in a 16 GB USB flash drive. The USB drives
were given out as the 20th Anniversary souvenir at
the Celebration Dinner function.

Please click here to view this digital publication.
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Talk on “Coronary Heart Disease”

On March 11, 2017, the HKPU(WC)A hosted a
special interest talk on “Coronary Heart Disease —
Prevention and Treatment”. The speaker was Dr.
P. K. Lee, Cardiologist. The topic generated a great
deal of interest among the members and the venue
was packed to a full house.

The speaker, using a powerpoint presentation, gave a
professional, clear and comprehensive talk on the
subject. The graphic contents were detailed and the
language of presentation was a good balance of
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Michael Sung

scientific and common languages that could
be easily understood by all the audiences in
attendance. The style of presentation was good
and the topic was enjoyed by all. The speaker
tried his best to entertain questions raised by
the audiences, during the Q & A period and
the answers were much appreciated.

All in all, the talk was a complete success.

My sincere congratulations and thanks to all
the organizers, who worked so very hard to
make this a well-planned event.
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2017 Summer Table Tennis Fun Day

— 20 people signed up for the tournament.
— 28 people actually participated in the dinner gathering.

The result of the 2017 Tournament:

1st Peter LEUNG
2nd Peter PAN
Men’s Singles 3rd Vincent TSANG

4th Loming LEE
Consolation Winner | Kui-Kwan HO
1st Clara LAU

2nd Helen CHIU

Women’s
Singles 3rd Martha WONG

Consolation Winner

Angela WONG

HKPU
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O CANADA, LAND OF BLESSINGS FOR DREAMERS
--- A Hong Kong Immigrant Saluting Canada on its 150" Birthday Michael Sung

April 21, 2016 was a very special milestone in my life. It marked the
50th anniversary of my arrival in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada,
and making this place home ever since. On that day, a small group of % CANADA 150
retired engineers celebrated the event with me and asked me to speak 1867 - 2017
about my experiences working and living in Canada. I wish to share that
same conversation with you today.

Saluting Canada
For a man without a country, with very little education and holding a job  on its 150* Birthday

without much future in Hong Kong, I had a dream: to become an
engineer one day. A come-by-chance opportunity for me to move to a
new country sounded exciting to me, even though it was full of
unknowns and uncertainties. Perhaps it was a pre-determined fate that I
had no idea of. Perhaps it was an acid test to see if I could take on challenges and make a man of myself.

I took a deep breath, borrowed some money from family friends and made the trip.

Five days after arrival, I had a job interview and was offered an engineering position to work on the building of
the Arrow Dam in the Peace River Basin. My new-found friend advised me not to accept it because there was no
Chinese working in field positions in those projects. I took the advice and turned down the offer. Three days
later I was offered another job in Vancouver with a leading engineering consultant, as a junior civil engineering
designer. I started work on the first Monday of May, 1966. That opportunity changed my life forever.

I learned on the job and paid attention to what my supervising engineers taught me. The co-workers were mostly
immigrants from various European countries and freely shared their experiences with each other. I felt very
comfortable working with them. After four years of night school courses and taking the prescribed tests, I
became a civil engineer. In the fifth year, I was granted Canadian Citizenship. That fulfilled the dream I nurtured
since the day I left Hong Kong Technical College.

In the fifth year, I left the practice of design engineering and went into heavy construction. I was told by
engineers back in Hong Kong, that a good design engineer must have strong construction experiences to
complement his/her design philosophy and not to develop a tunnel vision.

I was in luck. One of the largest local Industrial Contractors required a Project Coordinator to support their
Superintendents and to liaise with their projects’ Consulting Engineers to clarify construction issues. That
opportunity gave me a comprehensive insight into the challenges posed by engineering designs when applied to
actual onsite executions, and reflected back on the good old advisement: that a good design engineer must have
strong construction experiences to complement his/her design philosophy.

Nine years later, another unexpected opportunity arrived and I was offered a position as Vice-President —
Construction by a leading real estate developer in Vancouver. [ was given the responsibility to manage the
company’s developments from Portland, Oregon, USA north to Vancouver, British Columbia. There, I learned a
new skill in the process of real estate development. Unfortunately, that opportunity lasted only three years. The
real estate market in Vancouver suddenly collapsed and forced the company into bankruptcy. Ihad to do

—
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something positive. I started my own construction company to develop commercial buildings in Vancouver for
clients. In those days, it was by law that I had to sign on as a union affiliated contractor when doing commercial
construction in British Columbia. That venture did not last long either. In 1987, the Provincial Government
changed the rules of engagement for the heavy construction industry allowing non-union contractors to enter
into the commercial construction market. Being unable to compete based on my union ties, I closed down the
company and returned to heavy industrial engineering and construction.

For the succeeding 25 years, [ worked for the largest engineering-construction company in Canada, mostly in
managing international industrial projects on their behalf. Some projects were successful but some were not.
There were celebrations and there were disappointments. Lessons learned taught me to think outside the box and
avoid repeating the same mistakes. At the end, it was not too bad.

My career also led me to travel and work in every major city across Canada, from Vancouver, British Columbia
to St. John’s, Newfoundland. In each city, I made friends and learned the different traditions those people
brought from their countries of origin. The songs and dances, the foods and colorful costumes, the peace and
harmony they brought into a country of true multiculturalism.

As a citizen living in Vancouver, I left some footprints in this beautiful city through my career growth. They
include the Reflecting Pool at Simon Fraser University, the Asian Centre at the University of British Columbia,
the Neptune Terminal to handle the shipping of bulk materials, the Robert’s Bank Causeway leading to the Coal
Terminal, the replacement of the North Span of the Pitt River Bridge and a few buildings such as the old Price
Waterhouse Center downtown and the Trans Mountain Building on Broadway.

After 48 years of continued services to the engineering - construction industry, I stepped back and took my
retirement. Every time I sat in my library flipping through the old diaries and pictures, I gave thanks to the
blessings that have been bestowed upon me by this wonderful country call Canada. It allowed me to dream
dreams, to be able to melt into the Mainstream and to create a career worthy of the pains and tears that tagged
along with me all the way. I learned to be humble.

As I walked and grew with Canada, Ihad witnessed many memorable events that took place in and around
Vancouver. To name a few, they included the celebration of Canada’s Centennial Year, the success of
Vancouver hosting Expo 87, the Rapid
Transit Systems linking the Lower Mainland
municipalities, the development of the
Village of Whistler into a world-class ski
resort to host a Winter Olympic, and this
year’s celebration of Canada’s 150th
Birthday.

O Canada, you are the Land for Dreamers
and full of Blessings. To newcomers, may [
say to you: Be brave, stay the course and
never say die. I am sure you will make it
much better than I ever could.
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Cross-USA 30 days RVing

Lawrence & Giovanna 40H Cross-USA Trip

Lawrence Wong

Vancouver ‘
- April 5 to May 15 2017 |
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Yellowstone NP, *  Badlands NP, S Dakota Effigy Mound NM, Shenandoah NP, Virginia
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Moon NM, Idaho Dakota Kentucky
*  Black Hills National
Forest, S Dakota
*  Devils Tower NM,
Wyoming
Note:
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*  Effigy = planned but didn’t visit
Black = unplanned visit

It was the first time in our life to drive an RV mobile home to tour across USA. As such, the purpose of this
writing is to share our feeling toward driving an RV and is not of giving advice to the readers.

We always have a plan to drive across USA at least once even before we moved from the East Coast to
Bellingham of Washington. We finally embarked to do this to celebrate our 40th wedding anniversary in
May this year. To be honest, there is a lot of fear in driving an RV of about 25 feet long, 10 feet wide and 12
feet high, let alone the concern of staying in a mobile home for about a month. The advantages of touring
around in an RV outweigh our concerns and fear, and our experience from this trip has proved that we were
right plus seeing something that was an eye-opener for us.

From the economic standpoint, the combination of driving a rental car and staying in hotels or AirBnB is
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cheaper than a normal RV rental. However, our rental was
a special deal in that it was a new “RV Factory Delivery
Special” one-way trip. The rental company offered special
daily pricing, free daily mileage usage and one-way no
drop-off charge. In the end our RV cost turned out to be
cheaper than car rental.

Touring in RV gives you flexibility, convenience and
homey feeling while you’re on the road. You can cook
your favor dishes if you want to or something that you like
but simple. You don’t have to look for restroom/toilet if
there is a need, it’s right there for you. You can take a nap
on a comfy bed when you feel tired, just pull over to the rest area and there you go. You don’t need to pack
your luggage daily like whenever you change hotel. However, you need to put things back into the cabinets
every time before you drive your RV.

Here are the intangible advantages from
driving an RV. It’s the tranquility, peaceful-
ness, spaciousness, and extreme freshness of
air and sense of freedom of the environment
that it’s hard to find than staying in a hotel.
We met people/campers from different walks
of life, primary seniors. We met couples
from Israel who usually spend 6 months in
USA touring around. The RV is their
“home” in USA. They said that you would
never be able to do this in Israel because the road system and the National Park in USA are much better.
We met another couple who have been on the road for over 4 years and they
said that they are still looking for a place to settle down. We chatted and talked
about issues with the grown-up kids in USA nowadays. We met a lot of long-
term campers whose home is their mobile home at the campground. Without
asking, I gotthe feeling that some of them are victims of the sub-prime or
the big depression since 2008. My takeaway is that: there are people out there
who are adaptable and say “life is still going on, no matter what”. This makes
us feel that we are very fortunate, blessed and should treasure what we have.

Campers are very helpful and willing to lend you a helping hand if needed.
Since that was my first time camping and the weather was very cold (below
freezing), I was concerned about pipe freezing of the RV. They offered various
ways to minimize the risk, which eased my mind and let us have a good night
sleep! At least we survived 2 nights of sub-zero temperature. They were also
willing to share ideas on what, when and where were the point of interests with
you together with their personal experience.

—
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At the campground, you could see RV and mobile homes in
different form, size and shape. I enjoyed walking around the
campground to see different RVs lining up side by side. In the
morning, I loved walking around the campground listening to
birds singing, rabbits playing, magpie flying in and out of their
nests. Sometime, you might see moose, deer, bison, antelope
etc causally wandering around. Depending on where you
camp, you will see gorgeous sunrise right there where you
open your eyes early in the morning.

Having read the RV user handbook and understood how the

major components of the RV work, my level of anxiety dropped a lot. The first 3 days driving was the most
challenging one — getting the RV to move from parking (I needed to step on the gas pedal much further down
than my car), checking side mirrors (no rear mirror!) for traffic and keeping the RV from swaying sideways
when a container truck overtook you. One experienced camper gave me this advice: just relax, take it easy,
and don’t hold the steering wheel so tense and tight. The other suggestion was: take time to be away from
your RV like grocery shopping or dining, which will help you to relax! I took their advice and that worked for
us!

A good and well-equipped campground is important to us.
What I mean is: restroom, bathroom, electricity, water,
wifi (almost a must since we use technology to help us to
search online, communicate with families and friends via
social media daily), laundry and well-maintained
campground. In general in USA, KOA (Campground Of
America), Good Sam Club and State Park are reliable
ones. We used apps from KOA and others to help us to
search for campgrounds, check user reviews and details of
the facilities they provide before booking.

I must say that our upfront planning and research did help
in easing our anxiety and payoff during the trip - a
thorough overall high level plan, noted busy/holiday days and pre-booked campsites for those places and
days. Be aware of our alternatives and changed our itinerary when the weather was bad. Better miss out than
taking chances, Mother Nature is no joking!

To conclude: with proper preparation and right attitude, take the time and make no rush, willingness to try
different things and take on the challenge, we have a very enjoyable, memorable and unforgettable RV trip
that will be part of our life forever.

Click here to view the Slideshow about our RV experience.
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The upcoming activities of our Association

Please save the dates for the following activities:
1. August 19, 2017 (Saturday) - Summer hiking trip at Deep Cove, North Vancouver
2. October 7, 2017 (Saturday) — 21% Annual General Meeting cum annual Dinner

More details of the above 2 activities will be announced in the future issues of < NewsFlash >.

PolyU 80th anniversary celebration activities

The core message of PolyU 80™ anniversary celebrations in 2017 is “Proud of
PolyU - Proud of Hong Kong”. The year-long anniversary celebrations include a
wide range of special celebratory events, forums and lecture series, community

\
|
partnership programs, alumni activities, as well as knowledge and technology L
transfer initiatives, catering for different stakeholders, including students, staff, POl l '
alumni, partnering organizations and the wider community.

Alumni from all eight decades are invited to return to the main HK campus to
meet old friends and see the current status and changes on campus.

- For the full details of the celebrations, please check out the following PolyU link:

https.://www.polyu.edu.hk/cpa/80anniversary/en/

- We also recommend our members to view the PolyU video “Alumni Birthday Wishes 275 & Video”.

Many of our Association representatives have appeared in the video. They are Andy Chan, Cecilia Leung,
Danny Chan, Geoffrey Leung, Randy Chan and Martin Yue.
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- For a full list of the celebratory events that will take place in December, please refer to the following table:

Date Name of Event

2 December (Saturday) PolyU 80th Anniversary Open Day

3 December (Sunday) Cycling Event & PolyU 80th Anniversary Open Day (cont’d)
5 December (Tuesday) Alumni Study Tour to Shenzhen (One Day)

6 December (Wednesday) Global Alumni Leaders Forum and Dinner (half-day in the afternoon)

7 December (Thursday) PolyU 80th Anniversary Celebration Gala Dinner (evening)

As the Gala Dinner on December 7, 2017 will be the finale of the year-long celebrations, Andy Chan (our
President) and some Directors are now planning to travel to HK around that time so as to attend this
significant event and others too. We very much hope that many of you are motivated and could join us as
well. Please contact Andy for more details. (Email: polyuwca@gmail.com)
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The 20th Anniversary Celebration Dinner of our Association in 2016

1.

The Celebration Dinner was held on Oct 7, 2016 at the Pink Pearl Restaurant in Vancouver. It was well
attended by 150 members, their family members and friends.

We were very honored that Prof. Timothy Tong made a special trip from HK to celebrate our 20th
Anniversary with us. We were also glad that two distinguished guests from our Alma Mater, namely, Ms.
Winnie Choi (Aide to the President) and Ms. Nicole Yuen (Associate Director, AADO) and two guests
from USA, Mrs. Lenora Lam (President of PolyU [Northern California] Association) and her husband
were able to come and share the joy and fun with our members and other local guests.

The Celebration Dinner was kicked off remarkably with the vibrant Lion Dance that was conducted by
Master John Yuen and performed by the Lion Dance Team formed by our members.

Prof. Tong presented to us a very informative keynote speech, enriching our understanding of the latest
achievements and new developments of PolyU.

The climax of the whole evening was the incredible musical Band performance led by Prof. Tong as the

head guitarist. Prof. Tong proposed the performance and selected 5 songs before his arrival to Vancouver.

At the Celebration Dinner, he announced the name of the Band as “The President’s Band (Vancouver)”.
There were 9 members in the Band including the leader Prof. Tong. The musical performance was very
impressive and thunderously applauded by all participants. It was most enjoyable! Please watch the short
video to get an idea of how fantastic the performance was.

Click here to view The President's Band (Vancouver) Oct 2016
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2016/17 Board of Directors

President: Andy CHAN The articles that appear in this
Vice-President: Martha WONG publication are opinions of individual

Hon. Secretary:  Cami LUK writers. They do not necessarily
Hon. Treasurer: Virginia CHU

reflect the views of the Hong Kong
Polytechnic University (Western
Canada ) Association.

Other Directors
Priscilla LAU (Program)

Alain LAU (Program) AN B BIEEEAE
Daniel CHING (Program)

Gen WONG (Membership) R WAREARGIS -

Kam HO (Membership & Communication)

2016/17 Committee Members

Program Committee

Priscilla LAU (Chair); Alain LAU; Daniel CHING;
Danny CHAN (Design/photography);
Lawrence WONG (Photography)

A= FaTe 4

Membership Committee =15 -
Gen WONG (Chair); Kam HO; Helen CHIU RishEH - fBEERpxE
XUTEBB—TFT=aF AR - K
Communications Committee tRaabitt 2 BRI EEE - (FE A
Martha WONG (Chair); Kam HO (Website); BREEMRSERTIEERR - &
Cecilia LEUNG (Liaison with PolyU & its oversea S{REM AR AEEF » BLLT

Associations); e -
Helen CHIU (Editorial); Fong Ying YU (Editorial) EERRBEERERA -

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (Western Canada) Association welcomes
alumni and employees residing in Western Canada to join us.

For information : www.polyuwca.com Email : polyuwca@gmail.com
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